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During the year 2023-24, Society for People's Action and Rural Development in Himalayan Area
(SPARDHA) remained committed towards protection of child rights in the project area of Sult block in
district Almora. The society organised a number of awareness programmes in the every nook and corner
Sult development block and tried to reach out to maximum number of people especially children to
disseminate the news about the presence of CHILD HELP LINE -1098 service in the area and also to make
them aware about the child rights.

Child Help Line Sub Centre Sult team organised also organised special days related to children like World
Day Against Child Labour, International Day against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking etc . on these
occasions different activities were carried with an objective to make people aware about the same and
existing laws against it.

As 12" June is observed as “World Day Against Child Labour” all over the world, so on the
occasion Child Help Line Sub Centre, Sult also observed 12" June as “the world day against child labour”.
The objective was to generate awareness among masses against child labour. The child help line team
took out a rally involving school children and local people.
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In fact, the International Labour Organisation (I.L.0.) launched the “World Day Against Child

Labour” in 2002 to focus attention on the issue of child labour and the action and efforts needed to
gliminate it. On 12" June each year, the world day against child labour brings together governments,
employers and workers organizations, civil society as well as thousands of people from around the waorld
to highlight the plight of child labourers and what can be done to help them. On the occasion, Child Help
Line, Sub Centre, Sult took it as an opportunity to make people aware about the child labour. The child line
team took out a rally in the main market of Machhor (Sult) involving self help group members, school
children, reputed people from the area, government employees, The team also visited different business
establishments like- restaurants, shops, hotels, beauty parlors, automabile service centres and made the

owners aware that employing children for work is a punishable offence under Child Labour

(Prohibition & Regqulation) Act 1986,




which was amended in 2016 with the enactment of the
Child Labour (Prohibition & Requlation) Amendment Act
2016. The team did not find any child labour and made
the business owners commit that they would not
employ any child in their establishment and they would

also put a notice reading "The Establishment is free

from Child Labour”

The rally finally gathered at the office at Child Help Line,
office, Machhor (Sult). The team coordinator of the

Child Help Line-1098 team again formally

welcomed people and said that children are the future
of any country and their protection should be our
utmaost priority.

Next, the guests including the noted people of the area
and faculty members of the local government inter
college also addressed the gathering and expressed
their gratitude towards Child Help Line team for
carrying out such an  important  awareness
programmes in the area and generating awareness about children’ s rights.
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26" June is observed as “International Day against
( <. Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking” all across the world,

% @ 2 a5 on 7" December 198, United Nations General Assembly
decided through resolution to observe the day as
“International Day against Drug Abuse and lllicit
Trafficking” every year over the warld with an objective
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to make people get rid of any form of intoxication and

save them from its ill effects.  Child Help Line Sub Centre

Sult (Almora) team also observed the day as "Day against
Drug Abuse” involving school children, locals and people from stake holder agencies like Police, education
deptt, Health department, Aganwadi centres, Revenue Police etc.

The objective of the Programme was to raise awareness among masses especially among school going
children against the harmful effects of drug use, as school going children are the target group of drug
traffickers/ drug suppliers. The team members told children that use of drug directly hit the brain as it




damages the brain cells - neurons- and its prolong use causes many brain related disorders. |t hampers
the mental growth of children/adolescents and the physical health of the user also gets ruined.

The team involving about 40 plus people took out rally in the market of Machhor shuutlng slngans agamst

drug abuse and distributing reading material among

passersby, shopkeepers and at other business

establishments along the course of the rally. Having

covered the whole of the market and habitation areas,

the people congregated at the Child Help Line. Sub

Centre, Office and organised a small programme. The

child help line, team coordinator welcomed back the

people and said that besides harmful effects on one's

physical and mental health, drug use attaches a stigma to the user's identity. The user gradually gets into
social isolation.

The child help line team also expressed its concern about the vulnerability of school growing children to
drug use, as children are innocent and they can easily be tempted to drug use. They said that the drug use
by children can spoil their life and career altogether. They urged people to treat their children well so
that they don't get depressed and get addicted to drugs. as adolescence age is quite fragile and the
parents should take care of their children's emational well being.

The team further told children that there is stringent law-Narcotic Drug and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS.) Act 1985, commonly referred to as N.D.P.S. Act that prohibits production, cultivation,
possession, sale and purchase, transport, storage and consumption of any narcotic drug or psychotropic
substance; any of these activities can attract imprisonment or penalty or both.

The organisation is also making its contribution to
environment protection and socio-economic development

of the region. under the Project Titled "“Developing
beekeeping as a sustainable livelihood for marginal
women farmers in hill districts of Kumaon region”
through bee keeping practice. The project is supported by =
Govind Ballabh Pant National [Institute of Himalayan

Environment, Kosi Katarmal, Almora.




The project is being implemented in Almora and Nainital district of Uttarakhand. Four villages (two in each
district) were selected for implementation of project

o activities. These villages are Chitai -Pant, Chitai- Tiwari,

‘ Chandrakot, and Kalakhet. The selection of the villages was

done after detailed survey and interactive meetings with

@ vyillage communities. Total 20 women farmers (0 in each

village) were selected in 4 villages for beekeeping. All

beneficiaries were women farmers from low-income group

(BPL Eategury).

Trainings and workshops were organized for women
farmers to develop their skill and knowledge for
sustainable income generation through beekeeping.
Expert lectures in simple local dialect were given to
the trainees with the aid of simplified material, quide
book and presentations showing case studies dealing
with behavior of bees in colony, division of colonies, step and procedure necessary to meet quality
= ot > standard of honey to be marketed. Follow-up training and
: capacity building to process crude honey and separate
bee wax were demonstrated to beneficiary farmers.
Training programme and workshops were conducted at
fully developed resource center of the project
implementing society located at Almora city as well as in
selected villages.

Besides, the organisation held two sensitization programmes on “ Human /Child Trafficking” at Sector
Headguarters, Shashtra Seema Bal (SSB), Almora in April 23 and July 23 for the troops. The objective of
the programmes was to enhance the understanding of the SSB personnel about the inhuman practice, as
the SSB guards the Indo-Nepal and Indo- Bhutan border and these are the hotspots of human traffic. Over
hundreds of Jawans and officers took part in the programmes from Didihat, Champawat, Pithoragarh and
Almora. The programmes were carried out in both the modes off-line and on-line.
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